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teaching, many moons ago, it never occurred to us that such a belief was novel, radical, or 
unusual. Of course the students in a special education class should experience the same things 
their neighbors and peers were experiencing in the "regular" classroom. How would they learn 
to live and work with them if they did not spend time with them? And, how would "regular" 
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are grateful to our professional colleagues for reaching the important practical research 
conclusions that could be converted to the wisdom passed along here. We also are thankful to 



the many anonymous sources for their contributions to our work. 
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Common sense and good judgment based on learning, insight, and experience. Effectively 
teaching students with special needs in classrooms with their neighbors and peers requires many 
of the same skills required for teaching any students. Effective teaching is effective teaching and 
there are no boundaries on where it may occur, who may deliver it, and who may profit from it. 



Much of what we know about effective teachers is grounded in wisdom passed down 
across the ages. For example, most professionals, parents, and educational partners agree that 
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Effective Teachers Have Positive Expectations For Success 
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Challenge your students to solve their own problems. 



Ask your students how they would do things-this reveals a great deal 
about their thinking, interests, and desires. 
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Tell your students the truth. 



If they have an answering machine, surprise them with a nice message 
every now and then. 
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Teach your children to stop trying to get it just right. 



Being honest with your students is the best way to get results. 
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Always give the benefit of the doubt. 



Remember that "human" and "student" are not mutually exclusive 
terms. 
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Respect students' sense of powerlessness and help them see how much 
legitimate power they have in their lives. 



Let your students take a chance. 
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Expect miracles and do your best to make one happen every day. 
Be thankful for all you have done. 
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Don’t tempt students with your valuables, lock them in your 
file cabinet. 
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Help your students make new friends. 
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Never laugh at a student's answer unless it was meant to be funny. 



Accept a breath mint if a student offers you one. 
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Fill the room with student work-it is good for self-concepts, egos, and 
morale. 



Take pictures of your students and share them during the year. 
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There is nothing wrong with specializing in fitting round pegs into 
square holes. 
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Speak gently, they have enough they must endure without the unkind 
word. 



Make "Daily Joke-Teller" one of your classroom helpers. 



W) 

G 

• i-H 

T 3 

G 

cd 

+-> 

00 

<D 

X) 

cd 

a 

<D 

43 



G 

<D 

> 

<D 

43 

W) 

*C 

c /3 



cd 

43 

£ 

J-H 

£ 

a. 

G 

T 3 

G 

cd 

+-> 

oo 

S 

<D 

£ . 

Cl. <U 

^ e 

<D o 

KT3 



T 3 4 



00 

5 -h 

a) 

G 

G 



s 

cd 

£ 

a. 

<D 

00 

00 

1 

CD 

S 

o 

00 

00 

<0 

O 

G 

2 

,<u 



cd 

s 

00 

(D 

a) 42 

> <u 



G 

12 o 
5 # sj) 

on .jy 


•S o 
a >1 


fcj 13 

G 

O „ 


a o 

•s > 


^ CD 


43 « 




O G 


5 S 

ffi bO 


03 « 
£ * 



<u 

3 



o 

G 



a 

0 ) 

43 



0 ) 

43 

T 3 

G 

cd 

00 

<D 

00 



0 ) 

44 

cd 

s 



o 

ERIC 



Take some time each day to share something positive with each of 
your students. 



Teach them not to look down on a peer unless it is to help him or her 
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You probably won’t change anybody's life by boosting a self-concept, 
but surely it can’t hurt. 
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Make classroom rules clear and consistent. 
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Ask: "Is this something someone else could do just as well"? 



Don't say, "I'm studying it." Say, "I'm working on it. 
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When you think a meeting should end, don't add anything more to the 
conversation. 
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Be fair; but ultimately, do what you want based on what you think is 
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Give your principal loving nudges to remind him or her of your 
presence. Absence doesn't make the heart grow fonder. 



When talking with your principal, focus on your work, not you. 
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Be aware of what works 
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Treat your students with respect, courtesy, and fairness and expect the 
same from them. 
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Avoid living under faulty assumptions. 



Keep records of things that work. 
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Avoid the temptation to run their lives. 
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oid using time or words carelessly. 
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Separate diversity from deviance; value diversity and adjust deviance. 



Prepare a schedule for conferences and encourage parents to stick to it 
and respect each others' time. 
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If parents want to give you gifts, ask for books for their children to 
read. 




(e.g., put a trash can in a park, organize a trash collection expedition 
in a park, donate books to a library). 



Invite visitors to share their joy of reading with your students. 
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Try to fix it long before it is broken. 
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Distribute an outline of the key points of a lesson. 
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Teach your students to use their time brilliantly. 
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Interact with colleagues who want to talk about the process of 
teaching. 



Interact with colleagues who are looking for better ways to reach 
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Value quality more than quantity. 
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Pursue excellence not exception. 



Help your students satisfy existing curiosities and explore new ones. 
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Teach them that little is accomplished with some risk. 



Every Teacher’s Little Book of Wisdom 
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Make your classroom a haven for taking risks. 
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Keep a notebook and pencil handy; ideas come at the strangest times. 



Remember that all the important truths are really quite simple. 
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Every Teacher’s Little Book of Wisdom 
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Always relate new content to subject matter that has already been 
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Be careful not to wait for perfection when performance will do. 

Teach your children about their community, country, and history-from 
different perspectives. 



Teaching Is Hard Work, Try To Make It Fun 
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Love, time, and experiences are great to give every day. 
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Laugh. 



Real control means having the courage to let go of the belief that you 
have to do more and doing more is better. 
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When you're given bad news, get more information. 



When you're listening to criticism, play back what was just said. 



ERjt 



M 

o 

o3 

X 



<D 



O 

o 



73 

C 

o3 



0) 

O 

<D 

O 

CO 



0) 

X 



0) 

> 

03 

<D 



o3 

a • 
.21 
Q § 



<D 



o 

W) S 



C w 



o CO 
^ri co 
0) 0) 
to) — 



bi) 

15 .g 

CO XJ 
Uh (U 
O ,Q 
O 

0) 

.H 

a) "j3 

<2 O 
3 ^ 



<u 



£ 



co 

CO 

o3 



O 



Vh 

O 

O 



W) 

c 



0) 

X) 



<u 

N 



Uh 

Oh 



CO 

<D 



0) 

X 



03 



a) 

co 

O 

<D 

co 



<D 



co 



C 

0) 

73 

O 



co 



O 

o 



0) 

> 



o 



co 

U 

<D 

X 

o 

03 

0) 



G 

a 

03 



O 

X 

£ 



co 

T3 

G 

0) 



Uh 

G 

o 



o 

G 

o 



Oh 

<D 

<D 



bD 



03 



0) 

> 

o3 

0) 



CO 

o3 



<D 



<u 

o 



<D 

> 



co 

co 

£ 

Oh 



O 

G 



03 



O 

0) 

Oh 

CO 

0) 



5-h 

o 

> 

.03 



03 



G 

O 



co 

0) 

o 

73 



O 

X 

£ 



<D 

O 

O 

o 

03 



<D 



o 

o 



o 

o 

>» 



co 

H— » 

c 



2 a> 

5 73 



03 



0) 



J-H 

:g 3 



o 

>> 



❖ 



0) 



❖ 



CO 

io 



4 



look at other schools 
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Form a teacher support group across disciplines. 
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Lighten up. 



Enroll yourself in a class taking something in which you're not 
proficient. 
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regularly. 



Share your successes and failures and learn from them. 





Share your favorite songs with your students. 




Teach them a few good jokes. 



Let them know you like snow days as much as they do. 




Laugh with your students-it is good for self-concepts, egos, and 
morale. 





EVERY TEACHER'S LITTLE BOOK OF WISDOM 
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aspirations just like their neighbors and peers. When they are children, they deserve the same 
educational experiences as their neighbors and peers: Good teachers who hold high expectations 
for success; good teachers who know how to manage classrooms to maximize learning 
opportunities for all students; and, good teachers who teach them to read, to do mathematics, or 



to do anything else they need or want to learn. Nothing about having a disability limits an 
individual's desire to learn. Nothing about having a disability should limit the willingness of a 




§ 

O 



G 

o 

G 



<D <D 

to £ 



-a 

£ 

G 

O 

C/3 

<D 

*c 

G 



<u 
> 
<L> 

G 

<u 

£ 

G 

<D 

Oh 

O cd 
G 45 

O .t5 

G 

<D 
cd 
<u 

<D 

45 

to 

60 
G 

O 
cd 
<D 



<L> 

■to 

s 



T 3 

G 

cd 



<D 

> 

<D 



<D 

G 



T3 
O 
O 
60 <D 

i* 

3 to 
y O 

<d 

'g O 

O Vh 

o ^ 

45 ^ 
O ° 

8 £ 

O T3 
G 



V-H 

(L) 

G 

o 

cd 

<u> 



G 

to 

o 

o 

o 



Uh 

G 

o 



a 

JX 

45 



60 

G 



45 

<D 

s 

O 



<2 

G 

O 

>> 

<D 

Oh 

0 

45 

1 



I 8 

G G 

G 8 

•2 c 

i " 

^ G 
<D G 
fe O 
-G 
a 

<D 
O 

X 

<u 

60 

s | 
5 o 

^ G 

<4-1 

o 



5 S 



to 

£ 



O 

a> 

o. 



OJ C/3 

G 



>-* 

QJ 

Oh 



V-t 

<D 



44 

O 

O 

G 

to 

o 

60 

.G 

G 

(U 

W-i 
t-H 
<2 
. G 

O t 30 
^ G 
O C/3 

ft -a 

3 G 



X G 

” o 



G 

G 

O 

G 

O 

-to 

<D 

<D 

*c 7i 

J 5 

"o 

G 



>> 

G 

G 

Wh 

O 



G 

G 

c/o 

*3 

• ^ 

& 

C/3 



£ 

o 

JZ 



(D 

• r -1 G 
> <D 
O "O 

a 3 

C/3 

2 | 

i 2 T 3 

o -2 

© g 

<L> -G 



§1 

!§ 





* E? 


H 


< ° 


H 


G nd 


n — ✓ 


w a> 


o 


— Oh 


o 


<N ^ 


o 


in o 


in 


<N O 


1 


i O 


to 


o > 


1— 1 


<N > 


ON 


NO > 


o 


m ^ 


o 


O ' — ' 


oo 


r- 



G 

1 

£ 

0 

1 § 

•B £ 

Oh 
<D 

o 



<L> 

G 

<D 



W o 

t 2 

o 

£ 

o 



<S 



o 

o 

U 



o 

(N 

<N 

<N 

ss 

g~ 

O 

to 

G 



13 43 



t/3 



CO 

CO 





U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement (O } 
National Library of Education JNLEJ 
Educational Resources Infonmation Center (ERILJ 




NOTICE 

REPRODUCTION BASIS 




This document is covered by a signed “Reproduction Release 
(Blanket) form (on file within the ERIC system), encompassing all 
or classes of documents from its source organization and, therefore, 
does not require a “Specific Document” Release form. 



I — l This document is Federally-funded, or carries its own permission to 

Li reproduce, or is otherwise in the public domain mid, therefore, may 
be reproduced by ERIC without a signed Reproduction Release form 
(either “Specific Document’* or “Blanket”). 



* 



EFF-089 (9/97) 




